Lessons From Testing:
It’s For Our Good
Genesis 22:1-4

When G-d tries us, what
does He want from us?
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I. G-d wants us to obey Him
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A. G-d tested Abraham
Genesis 22:1
1 Now it came about after these things

Genesis 22:1
1 Now it came about after these things, that
G-d tested Abraham, and said to him,
"Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."
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Genesis 22:2
2 He said, "Take now your son, your only son,
whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering
on one of the mountains of which I will tell
you."

Genesis 22:3
3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young
men with him and Isaac his son; and he split
wood for the burnt offering, and arose and
went to the place of which G-d had told him.

I. G-d wants us to obey Him
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I. G-d wants us to obey Him
C. G-d tests us
Key: obey but start small

II. G-d wants us to be willing to surrender all
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II. G-d wants us to be willing to surrender all
A. Abraham was willing
Genesis 22:4-5
4 On the third day Abraham raised his eyes
and saw the place from a distance.
5 Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here
with the donkey, and I and the lad will go over
there; and we will worship and return to you."

Genesis 22:6-8
6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering
and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his
hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them
walked on together. 7 Isaac spoke to
Abraham his father and said, "My father!" And
he said, "Here I am, my son." And he said,
"Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is
the lamb for the burnt offering?”

Genesis 22:6-8
8 Abraham said, "G-d will provide for Himself
the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." So the
two of them walked on together.

II. G-d wants us to be willing to surrender all
B. The boys of Babylon were willing

Daniel 3:16-18, 28
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied
to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not
need to give you an answer concerning this
matter. 17 "If it be so, our G-d whom we serve
is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing
fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O
king. 18 "But even if He does not, let it be
known to you, O king, that we are not going to
serve your gods or worship the golden image
that you have set up.”
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Daniel 3:16-18, 28
28 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said,
"Blessed be the G-d of Shadrach, Meshach
and Abed-nego, who has sent His angel and
delivered His servants who put their trust in
Him, violating the king's command, and
yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or
worship any god except their own G-d.

II. G-d wants us to be willing to surrender all
C. We need to be willing

II. G-d wants us to be willing to surrender all
C. We need to be willing
Job 37:13
13 "Whether for correction, or for His world, or
for lovingkindness, He causes it to happen.

Key: No personal gain
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III. G-d wants us to trust Him
A. Abraham trusted Him
Genesis 22:9-10
9 Then they came to the place of which G-d
had told him; and Abraham built the altar there
and arranged the wood, and bound his son
Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. 10 Abraham stretched out his hand and
took the knife to slay his son.

Hebrews 11:17-19
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested,
offered up Isaac, and he who had received the
promises was offering up his only begotten
son; 18 it was he to whom it was said, "IN
ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL BE
CALLED.” 19 He considered that G-d is able
to raise people even from the dead, from
which he also received him back as a type.

III. G-d wants us to trust Him
B. The clan from Shushan trusted

III. G-d wants us to trust Him
C. We need to trust Him

Key: Look back

IV. G-d wants to prove our love for Him
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IV. G-d wants to prove our love for Him
A. G-d wanted to show Abraham
Genesis 22:11-12
11 But the angel of the L-rd called to him from
heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And
he said, "Here I am.” 12 He said, "Do not
stretch out your hand against the lad, and do
nothing to him; for now I know that you fear
G-d, since you have not withheld your son,
your only son, from Me."

IV. G-d wants to prove our love for Him
B. G-d wants to show us

The nature of my faith

The nature of my faith

The nature of my faith

The strength of my commitment

The strength of my commitment

The level of my maturity

6

The nature of my faith
The strength of my commitment
The level of my maturity

The health of my attitude

The nature of my faith
The strength of my commitment
The level of my maturity
The health of my attitude

The measure of my teachability

Key: admit where you are at

V. G-d wants to provide for our needs
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V. G-d wants to provide for our needs
A. G-d provided for Abraham
Genesis 22:13-14
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Genesis 22:13-14
13 Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked,
and behold, behind him a ram caught in the
thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and
took the ram and offered him up for a burnt
offering in the place of his son. 14 Abraham
called the name of that place The L-rd Will
Provide, as it is said to this day, "In the mount
of the L-rd it will be provided."

V. G-d wants to provide for our needs
B. G-d provided for the world
Psalm 22:14-18

Psalm 22:14-18
14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones
are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is
melted within me. 15 My strength is dried up
like a potsherd, and my tongue cleaves to my
jaws; and You lay me in the dust of death.
16 For dogs have surrounded me; a band of
evildoers has encompassed me; they pierced
my hands and my feet.

Psalm 22:14-18
17 I can count all my bones. They look, they
stare at me; 18 They divide my garments
among them, and for my clothing they cast
lots.

Isaiah 53:4-6
4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our
sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves
esteemed Him stricken, smitten of G-d, and
afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our
transgressions, He was crushed for our
iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell
upon Him, and by His scourging we are
healed.

Isaiah 53:4-6
6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of
us has turned to his own way; but the L-rd has
caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.
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Isaiah 53:10, 12
10 But the L-rd was pleased to crush Him,
putting Him to grief; if He would render Himself
as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He
will prolong His days, and the good pleasure
of the L-rd will prosper in His hand.

Isaiah 53:10, 12
12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the
great, and He will divide the booty with the
strong; because He poured out Himself to
death, and was numbered with the
transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of
many, and interceded for the transgressors.

Key: G-d provides

G-d allows
tests in our lives
to prove our love
and provide for our needs

E. Tests and trials come to all
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F. G-d is sovereign and in control
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G. G-d wants us to trust and obey
H. G-d wants to see where we are at

E. Tests and trials come to all
F. G-d is sovereign and in control
G. G-d wants us to trust and obey
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H. G-d wants to see where we are at
G-d wants to meet our needs
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