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I. THE BIBLICAL STORY OF HANUKKAH
WHO CONTROLS ISRAEL
A. The Persian period from
539 BCE to 333 BCE
Daniel 11:2
"And now I will tell you the truth. Behold, three
more kings are going to arise in Persia. Then a
fourth will gain far more riches than all of them;
as soon as he becomes strong through his
riches, he will arouse the whole empire against
the realm of Greece.

1

I. THE BIBLICAL STORY OF HANUKKAH
B. The Kingdom of Alexander the Great
from 333 to 323 BCE

Daniel 8:5-8a, 21
I saw him come beside the ram, at him; and
he struck the ram and shattered his two horns,
and the ram had no strength to withstand him.
So he hurled him to the ground and trampled
on him, and there was none to rescue the ram
from his power. 8 Then the male goat
magnified himself exceedingly. 21 "The shaggy
goat represents the kingdom of Greece, and
the large horn that is between his eyes is the
first king.
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Daniel 8:5-8a, 21
While I was observing, behold, a male goat
was coming from the west over the surface of
the whole earth without touching the ground;
and the goat had a conspicuous horn between
his eyes. 6 He came up to the ram that had
the two horns, which I had seen standing in
front of the canal, and rushed at him in his
mighty wrath
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• Hellenization
• Favored the Jewish People
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D. The Ptolemies gain control
from 331-198 BCE
Fight for Israel

Daniel 11:5,6,9,11
"After some years they will form an alliance,
and the daughter of the king of the South will
come to the king of the North to carry out a
peaceful arrangement. But she will not retain
her position of power, nor will he remain with
his power, but she will be given up, along with
those who brought her in and the one who sired
her as well as he who supported her in those
times.
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D. The Ptolemies gain control
from 331-198 BCE
• Fight for Israel
• Division in Israel

Daniel 11:5,6,9,11
"Then the king of the South will grow strong,
along with one of his princes who will gain
ascendancy over him and obtain dominion; his
domain will be a great dominion indeed
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Daniel 11:5,6,9,11
"Then the latter will enter the realm of the king of
the South, but will return to his own land. 11 "The
king of the South will be enraged and go forth and
fight with the king of the North. Then the latter will
raise a great multitude, but that multitude will be
given into the hand of the former.
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E. The Selucids gain control
from 198-164 BCE
Daniel 11:15,18,19
15 "Then the king of the North will come, cast up
a siege ramp and capture a well-fortified city;
and the forces of the South will not stand their
ground, not even their choicest troops, for there
will be no strength to make a stand.
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E. The Selucids gain control
from 198-164 BCE
Daniel 11:15,18,19
18 "Then he will turn his face to the coastlands
and capture many. But a commander will put a
stop to his scorn against him; moreover, he will
repay him for his scorn. 19 "So he will turn his
face toward the fortresses of his own land, but
he will stumble and fall and be found no more.

Daniel 11:21,25,28
"In his place a despicable person will arise,
on whom the honor of kingship has not been
conferred, but he will come in a time of
tranquility and seize the kingdom by intrigue.
25 "He will stir up his strength and courage
against the king of the South with a large army;
so the king of the South will mobilize an
extremely large and mighty army for war; but
he will not stand, for schemes will be devised
against him
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F. Antiochus rises up from 175-164 BCE

Daniel 11:21,25,28
"Then he will return to his land with much
plunder; but his heart will be set against the
holy covenant, and he will take action and then
return to his own land.
28
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G. The incident in Modiin in 168 BCE

B. Hanukkah is the festival of lights
Psalm 27:1
1 The L-rd is my light and my salvation

A. G-d prepared the world
for the Messiah

Isaiah 42:1,6
"Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My
chosen one in whom My soul delights. I have
put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth
justice to the nations. 6 "I am the L-rd, I have
called You in righteousness, I will also hold You
by the hand and watch over You, and I will
appoint You as a covenant to the people, As a
light to the nations,
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John 1:4,5,9-12
In Him was life, and the life was the Light of
men. 5 The Light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not comprehend it. 9 There
was the true Light which, coming into the world,
enlightens every man. 10 He was in the world,
and the world was made through Him, and the
world did not know Him. 11 He came to His
own, and those who were His own did not
receive Him.
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John 1:4,5,9-12
But as many as received Him, to them He
gave the right to become children of G-d, even
to those who believe in His name,
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John 8:12
Then Yeshua again spoke to them, saying, "I
am the Light of the world; he who follows Me
will not walk in the darkness, but will have the
Light of life."
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D. Hanukkah is the time for dedication
1 Corinthians 6:19-20
19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple
of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have
from G-d, and that you are not your own? 20 For
you have been bought with a price: therefore
glorify G-d in your body.

D. Hanukkah is the time for dedication
Romans 12:1
Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies
of G-d, to present your bodies a living and holy
sacrifice, acceptable to G-d, which is your
spiritual service of worship.
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